
About  the photographer – 
 Marie Cécile Thijs
Marie Cécile Thijs specializes in staged photography. 

Portraits of people, animals, flowers and food, all of 

which bear her unmistakable signature. Stillness is 

key. Influences reminiscent of 17th-century masters 

are channelled in her work, while she maintains a 

purely contemporary interpretation.

Initially a lawyer, she decided twenty years ago to 

follow her love for the camera. Since then she has 

created series including ‘White Collar’, ‘Amazones’ 

‘Food Portraits’, ‘Flowers’, ‘Birds & Vases’ and 

‘Majestic’, series to which she is still adding to this 

day. She also made many portraits of well-known 

writers, politicians, artists and actors and her works 

are featured in numerous public and private art 

collections. In 2019 Marie Cécile created the Alumni 

series ‘All inclusive, our community in 30 portraits’, 

commissioned by Erasmus University Rotterdam.

More information can be found on the website of 

Marie Cécile Thijs, www.mariececilethijs.com

What makes this series special to you?

I enjoyed making a portrait series for 

Erasmus University Rotterdam because 

I work and live in Rotterdam. I also see 

this as an interesting subject: all the 

different careers and being able to 

picture these specific activities alumni 

of EUR do every day with passion.

You studied Law yourself, in what  

way has this contributed to your 

current career?

In my period studying Law, I have 

learned to think in a conceptually 

sound way; this is also an advantage in 

my current life as a photographer. 

Furthermore, I see Law as a beautiful, 

kind of philosophical study. 

From the 28th of May onwards,  

your photos will be exhibited in the 

Erasmus Pavilion on campus 

Woudestein. What do you expect  

from this exhibition?

I hope that the students will be inspired 

by these portraits, which might prepare 

them for their own choices they are 

going to make. The diversity in oppor-

tunities is vast, and these students  

can choose so many different paths. 

You see this reflected in the alumni.
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